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PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND MEDIA ON THE
DECISIONS MADE BY CABINET AT THE 10TH CABINET MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY, 4TH JUNE, 2024.

The President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, called for the 10th Cabinet
Meeting on Tuesday, 4th June, 2024, at State House, to deliberate on policy and legislative matters
aimed at enhancing national socio-economic development for the good of the people of Zambia.

1. Update on the Implementation of the Drought Response Plan.

During the meeting, Cabinet took note of the continued progress that the Disaster Management
and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) was making in the distribution of relief maize to the 84 districts
affected by the drought. An additional 6,898 metric tons of relief maize has already been
earmarked for distribution to 29 of the 84 districts. Further, all the remaining districts are also
expected to receive their allocations of maize before the end of this week, as a continuation of the
implementation of the programme. Government is taking this programme of relief maize
distribution to the affected people with all the seriousness it deserves as it is the policy of the New
Dawn Government that no one dies from hunger as a result of the drought. Government has also
continued with the provision of safe drinking water through the drilling of boreholes country-wide,
for both human and livestock consumption.

2. Legislative Matters:
(@)  The Penal Code (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Cabinet approved in principle, to the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to amend the Penal Code
S0 as to strengthen the law on matters such as discrimination and sectarianism on the basis of one’s
ethnicity, race, religion, tribe, region, place of origin and colour, regardless of where it is taking
place; prohibiting theft of medicines, allied substances and medical supplies, and prohibition of
vandalism, theft and illegal possession of electricity installations which are crucial to the supply
of electricity.

Currently, Section 70 of the Penal Code, Cap. 87 of the Laws of Zambia, provides for the offence
of expressing or showing hatred, ridicule or contempt for persons because of race, tribe, place of
origin or colour.
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However, Cabinet feels there is need to strengthen the law so as to prevent actions that incite,
among others, hatred, ridicule, division in the country, including the need to strengthen the
punishment for the offence of discrimination and sectarianism as a deterrent to would be offenders.

(b)  The Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Cabinet approved in principle, to the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to amend the Firearms
Act, Cap. 110 of the Laws of Zambia, in order to provide for the inclusion of provisions that will
strengthen firearms licensing and regulatory mechanisms.

The Firearms Act, Cap. 110 of the Laws of Zambia provides a framework for legally prohibiting
certain categories of people from possessing firearms. However, the proposed amendment will
provide for regulating licenses and certificates and for the control of the import, export, movement,
storage, possession, sale, manufacture and repair of firearms and ammunition.

This decision by Cabinet comes in view of the country having witnessed, in the recent past,
alarming rise in instances where firearms have been unlawfully discharged in public and private
places and in some cases, lives have been lost. Amending the firearm licensing laws will,
therefore, ensure that effective background checks are conducted on anyone seeking to obtain a
gun including storage, use and carrying of firearms.

(© The Police Public Complaints Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Another legislative matter approved by Cabinet in principle, is the introduction of a Bill in
Parliament to amend the Police Public Complaints Commission Act No. 18 of 2016, in order to
strengthen the operations of the Commission.

The Police Public Complaints Commission Act No. 18 of 2016 is inadequate in dealing with many
issues related to the operations of the Commission. There is need, therefore, to amend the Act in
order to include a clear definition of police action, provide for enforcement of offenses, protection
of witnesses, allow the Commission to create rules, provide for the creation of provincial structures
and to also provide for the Commission to deal with disciplinary action, as currently, the Act only
empowers the Commission to make recommendations for punishment.

(d)  The Medicines and Allied Substances (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Cabinet also approved, in principle, to the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to amend the
Medicines and Allied Substances Act No. 3 of 2013, in order to strengthen its enforcement
mechanism and bring it in line with international best practice.

The Medicines and Allied Substances Act No. 3 of 2013 came into force in 2013 after the repeal
and replacement of the Pharmaceutical Act, 2004. It is imperative that the Act is amended to
ensure that it is aligned to modern trends and practices in the regulations of medicines and allied
substances. The Act is inadequate to deal with the regulation of medicines and allied substances
in order to safeguard the public from counterfeit and falsified medicines and allied substances.

Further, there is need to align the Act to the African Union (AU) Model Law on Medical Products
Regulation which was endorsed by African Heads of State and Government at the AU Summit in
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January, 2016, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and designed to assist African countries to address the
gaps and inconsistencies in regulatory legislation and enable harmonisation and efficiency in the
region.

(e The Defence Act (Repeal) Bill, 2024.

Cabinet also approved in principle, the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to repeal the Defence
Act, Cap. 106 of the Laws of Zambia, in order to streamline legislation on the Defence Force and
pave way for the repeal of the Zambia National Service Act, Cap. 121 of the Laws of Zambia, so
as to ensure conformity with Articles 192 and 197 of the Constitution of Zambia, 2016; consolidate
the mandate and functions of ZNS; merge the Defence Act and the ZNS Act to operationalise
Article 192 of the Constitution of Zambia, which provides that the Defence Force of Zambia shall
consist of the Zambia Army, Zambia Air Force and Zambia National Service.

Cabinet has also raised concern that the Defence Act also still retains colonial provisions that no
longer reflect Zambia’s sovereignty and years of independence.

()] The Office of the Attorney-General, Bill, 2024.

Another matter approved by Cabinet in principle is the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to
establish the Attorney-General’s Chambers which shall be headed by the Attorney-General in line
with Article 177 of the Constitution, Cap. 1 of the Laws of Zambia.

The Constitution designates the Attorney-General as the head of the Attorney-General’s Chambers
mandated to perform the functions as outlined in the Constitution and other additional functions
as prescribed. However, there is currently no legal framework for the establishment of the
Attorney-General’s Chambers which are offices that the Attorney-General is constitutionally
required to head. In addition, there is no specific law which provides for the administration of the
Attorney-General’s Chambers and the additional functions of the Attorney-General.

The enactment of the Bill will, therefore, enhance the operations of the Office of the Attorney-
General.

(9) The Births and Deaths Registration (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

Cabinet also approved in principle, to the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to amend the Births
and Deaths Registration Act, Cap. 51 of the Laws of Zambia, in order to align it with the Civil
Registration and Vital Statistics Policy.

The amendment will facilitate the effective implementation of the Children’s Code Act, No. 12 of
2022 and Statutory Instrument No. 44 of 2016, and the Births and Deaths Registration (General)
(Amendment) Rules; and also, comprehensively take care of emergent issues and addressing
bottlenecks thereof. Further, the challenge of long distances to registration centres will be
addressed by empowering health facilities as birth notification centres, to enforce birth registration
soon after birth.
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(h)  The Electronic Communications and Transactions (General) Regulations,
2024.

During the Meeting, Cabinet approved the issuance of a Statutory Instrument for the Electronic
Communications and Transactions (General) Regulations, 2024. The Regulations are key for the
Government to provide a safe and effective environment for electronic transactions.

The Regulations aim to adapt legal frameworks to the realities of the digital age, ensuring that
electronic transactions are conducted securely, efficiently, and with legal certainty, thereby
fostering economic growth and innovation. Further, the Regulations will serve to establish
standards and best practices for ensuring the security and integrity of electronic information
systems and networks. This includes measures to prevent unauthorised access, mitigate cyber
threats, and safeguard critical infrastructure.

Q) The Information and Communication Technologies (Radio Communication)
Regulations, 2024.

Another Statutory Instrument approved by Cabinet for issuance is the Information and
Communications Technologies (Radio Communication) Regulations, 2024. The Regulations are
essential for the country to establish a robust and effective regulatory framework for radio
communication.

As technological advancements continue to reshape the telecommunications landscape,
governments must adapt their regulatory approaches to ensure the orderly and efficient use of the
radio frequency spectrum. This is the only way the Government can establish a modern, efficient,
and secure communication infrastructure.

3. 2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework.

Cabinet also approved the Draft 2023 Zambia Education Curriculum Framework which proposes
to restructure the education system from a 4-7-5-4 to 3-6-6-3. This implies, reducing the duration
of Early Childhood Education from 4 to 3 years; reducing the duration of Primary Education from
7 to 6 years; increasing the duration of Secondary Education from 5 to 6 years; introducing
Advanced Level (A levels) Education at Secondary Education level; and reducing the duration of
Degree courses from 4 to 3 years.

Other proposed measures include, reduce the eligibility entry age into Grade 1 from 7 to 6 years;
change the Language of Instruction from the officially recognised seven (7) local languages to
English for all the education levels, while encouraging code switching in foundation learning;
introduction of “Forms” to replace “Grades” at Secondary school level; and automatic progression
from Form 1 to 4.

The new Curriculum will, among others, also diversify the education Curriculum in order to make
it responsive to the needs of individual learners and society, as well as integrate new subjects and
emerging issues such as Computer Science, Travel and Tourism, digital literacy, entrepreneurship,
climate change and anti-corruption. It will further incorporate National Values and Principles into
the education system to enhance national identity; unity and the preservation of cultural norms and
practices.



4. Conferences:
(a) Zambia’s Participation at the World Exposition to be Held in Osaka, Japan.

Cabinet approved Zambia’s participation at the World Exposition to be held in Osaka, Japan from
13th April to 13th October, 2025. Participating at the Expo will provide an opportunity for Zambia
to market itself and its investment potential. It will also offer opportunities for networking,
business-to-business linkages, joint ventures and partnerships, facilitating expanded export
portfolios and heightened exposure for local product development.

The Zambian pavilion is expected to host business delegations, investors, industry leaders and
strategic events that will foster potential for trade and investment deals.

(b) Hosting of the Association of Medical Councils of Africa (AMCOA) 2024
Annual Conference.

In winding deliberations for the day, Cabinet approved the hosting of the Association of Medical
Councils of African (AMCOA) 2024 Annual Conference in Livingstone from 10th to 16th August,
2024.

The Association of Medical Councils of Africa (AMCOA) is an Association of Medical
Regulatory Authorities in Africa comprising about 21-member countries. It was established to
facilitate exchange of knowledge and information among member countries in areas including
regulation, registration and licensure; quality assurance of physicians’ practice, professional
standards and medical education and assessment. It is, therefore, necessary to hold the Conference
in order to improve standards of medical education and regulation of health practitioners for the
protection of public health.
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